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Miami Gardens will develop despite
detractors, mayor says in address

Mayor Oliver Gilbert dehvers the 2016 state of the cnty add
and have greater say in its own economic

Speech focused on city’s coming development

The address was Gilbert's fourth as mayor; he seeks

re- electlon in August .

HUndreds of residents and offi;:ials'gathered for the

event

BY LANCE DIXON
Idixon@miamiherald.com

In'his fourth State of the
City address, Miami Gar-
dens Mayor Oliver Gil-
bert’s message focused on
_ thecity’s change from a

~. _series of scattered commu-

nities and neighborhoods
in northern Miami-Dade
County.to a city that has a
goal of developing and
attracting business.

* Much of Tuesday night’s
speech, outside Miami
Gardens City Hall, cen-
tered on the city’s moves
to assert its governing

development and of plans to hire more pollce and efforts to bridge

authority and have greater
say in its own economic
development.

Gilbert commented on -
the city’s decision to move
its $60 million general
obligation bond money.
from Wells Fargo last Sep-
tember after Miami Gar-
dens sued that bank and
three others over predatory
lending practices in July
2014.

“Our thinking was sim-
ple: We will not fight you
with our right hand while
we feed you with our left,”
Gilbert said.

He also mentioned the

*city’s latest move to obtain

building and zoning rights
at the Miami Dolphins’
stadium. Residents will
vote on a city charter
change Aug. 30 that would
give the city and the coun-
ty joint control over the
stadium and surrounding
property.

The Northwest 27th
Avenue corridor that leads

- to the stadium will also see

more new business in the
next few years. Gilbert .
discussed the coming
Wawa convenience store
ahd plans to bring in stores
like Marshalls and Burling-
ton Coat Factory at the
existing Carol Mart shop-

cers by the end of year and
on programs like Coffee
with a Cop and the Peace
in the Gardens festival that
have tried to bridge the gap
between police and the .

‘community.

“Children shouldn’t

* grow up being afraid of.

police. They should grow
up knowmg they are part-
ners with the police,” Gil-
bert said.

And while homicides
remain an issue'in the city,

_with 18 in 2015 and five so

far this year, there has been
a reduction in violent crimes
liké aggravated assault and
nonviolent crimes like bur-
glary and larceny. :

Gilbert said that reaching
out to children from'a young
age is important. He also
mentioned the city’s part-
nerships with diversion -
programs as a way to give
troubled kids another
chance.

“Sometimes a hand up is
better than a handcuff when
it comes to providing for
community safety,” Gilbert
said.

The city is also maklng
progress on its
general-obligation bond

| park projects. Gilbert said

ping plaza, 18200 NW 27th
Ave. :
- The city also plans to

- develop a multi-use

performing arts and town
center near City Hall,
18605 NW 27th Ave., to
host events, concerts and
plays.

“We are the thlrd -largest
city in the county and the
largest predominately
black city in the state. We

_need a city center,” Gilbert

said. “We need a place

where we can shop, eat,
entertain and recreate.”
."The address also. ~

' touched on the city’s plans
to hitee.10 new police ot
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ress at Mlaml Gardens City Hall. He spoke of the cnty s moves to assert its governing authority
the gp between police and resldents

that all city parks will even-

_tually have Wi-Fi and amen-

ities for specwl -needs chil-
dren.

- “We will do itas nght as
we can as fast as we can but
we will never sacrifice the
success that comes from
deliberate planning for the
appearance of success that
comes with a rushed ribbon
cutting or a rushed ground-
breaking,” Gilbert said.

As Gilbert concluded his
speech, he addressed critics
of Miami Gardens and said
they will ultimately be over-
shadowed by the city’s
accomphshments

“They’re going to be the
subtext to a footnote of the
greatness that is our story,”
Gilbért said.
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